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LAvV FIRMS 

andeville attorney makes career of defending Ie I eagles 
'vi '\ NDF,\I II.LE 1\'1"1 i H{NI':V \']Iimheth 

\1',1'011 hllil! !Ii,:1 I"w pnlctl('!' .IPIlIlld 

dl-,j. lIt/ill,1!; 01,h('1 M,I'nnw>,!s .. ltld i\ld)!:~~'5 

.!\!.,!inSI "Ihu " 1<111,[,1;1111(' 

'1 101"- Wh,H I .1"," ;\1.,1111' .',;'IId, "I Lilli' 

'1.1(', 11 ,I 1'1 \\'1 1 \'\.'l' \(\ 1'1' .thh- til '~:r\'1' 111\' 

:\ l~I"fI wi," i!"(',~\' ';p III l'ka(l1IHl!1:, 

'I; ,",1.,-, 1('('llvl'<I ii," utllln~r"dllill'l' dq!"l'I' 

oIW! I,\v,. dt'~~n'( 11'1111 rll(' 'I nIVi 'I'S!!V ", 

11\.1" oIlld IjuIVI"ISlh, ,.' 'I,'x:,I' :";('/1"11/01 

j "I'~'. "'~) Ji'I' II " .. Il 
ltd,,!,! '-'I adu,t! ill}!., ,~;,( Wd." nlkl t d iJ 

lill. III ~~i;\'\' j )rI"'III~ wllh Md ;llIwhn 
~';I"Il",d 1'1.1,( III t!ll'lO 

In ~1l'1 ,.rodu('/ it,d'flit\! ddt'II;;!' wI·d( 

t," Me( ; l.iJi I hev SL;lIol'd, J\lst/HI di~,'o\· 

"Inl lwl' 'J."lllkl' ,III/I \"Huh II ,I~{' ';2-1, 
,.i,,, Wil,'" 'iill' of' tIll' V()IIIIV,l'l'\ <lttnl )l(:y,'1 

',I, i,h till' lilli' WNt' I)h:<!;,,('1l~S ,~he wOIII/! 
}1~1\d'~ In: .IV(',.'(tllU" 

'·1 ',v<l,kni 1)\' 11,Y oW" /',11' ,Ill (ltrPII\;h 

I nil""!.,,," iH~III!l silld,t'~ pl.liulIlY, illill ~/lIIW 

"I'hl" t';l1·!i'.'~t nt"t'N Involved ddt:I\~(~ work 
fijI 111,111'" (lll1lllJ\nhi\(, 1t1;lIll1laclIlnnJ.!,I't'w, 

!i,Hlll'" "hI ,I W,IV, (1),ll kU1I1 01 ~:l\'l'd 1111". 

( ~'H'l' I \/I"'\'" ahk to ;1I'ulilily show c"crY<lW' 

rhl.ll I klll'W ,I lillie IIi! "hout tllltlHlIIl!>ib". 

I Wct,~ an q,t~"d," 
1 n 1 !)?-l4, ;\ !.~ton wt'nl ttl wllrk II)r N{!w 

! Jr!('illis-halicd J ,ohlilan & Carnall"'l 

whel'!: l<1H' ~pt~<.:j(llii!:cd 1Jl lllsurance 

de/(;nse, hi HHW,,iu:"1 (I y't~(ll' aftt:r hec(Jrn-
1Ilf.!. d parlller, ,~"e stllH'k out on her own. 

"I w.,s " link hlll'tlcd otll aDd a little 
di,~t'JI(:hl:lnt~d,'\ Hlte explained, "I W(),-; .IllS! 

rcady li'r a d"JIIJ,!;t'." 

Tlttll ('hall)!;!' ','lllll(' In 1 !1HR when th<c 
\ ,OlIiSlOlll,'l SUI't'('IIlt; Cnurt "ppninr.ed 
:\1:-;,<111 [1> rh~' Lmll.'ilana Stall.' Bal' 
i\'~'H'c"lOntl'~ (:Ol1lllllllt'(~ "II Prllft~s:;jnJlClI 

R!~,~pllH'>lbilily, whJci; IIlv(,;.~flj;!.'lled ,Illel 
l"O~('<'llkd ,Hlnl fley w!',m!"dollll:l; 

""/\1 th,lr tl1ll<' I waH:W dllt! tilt' y(t\lIl~I:"t 

1I1/'l1Ii)(:r Oil ell<' UHlllrl!tlt'I.',," sh~; Sdl\!. 

"Th,~ PO'H!jon W;,\.~ clll 1l1II.'lOlllpc:nS<lI{'d or 

pro bOlill p/l~itlOlI," 

AI'conlin).!, 10 AI.~I·)n, tlH' "'[(ltt"s nar 
i\NH()ClJltioli lias lill! had iIlVt'StiP;Cltivt 

aut/ltldl)' over itllol'llCy wrongdllinl!, 
~i Ilel; I :)~H}, whell the s\,lIt: Suprellw 
C"IIi't 1;lrllltd th~ Lq\ti~iaml Attorney 
Di;-;l'iplil'lary Board, A.lstoll I)CnllIlC \"c~ 
chairwoman Ill' t!l"ll board dUrin).'; !I'M firSI 
VCrI\, t'lnd b!;(,<lIIiC I.ht: tilst fl:Hlale chair­
pCrl'Oll, 

AlxlOIl ,~aid tilt: h(!al'(l also lohbi{1d liB:' 

state ~upfelI1" Cllurl il»)' nllt' ch(,l!I~r,!:-; 

dt:fl.lill)!; with penmllll:1tl disharment, 
"Our pn,~i(ioll \NelS thar )!c'oplc <lrc enti· 

tkd il> ,I S{:nH14! ('hall('(~ If lhey eml I\how 
n'iH1iJill'(llillll lIf'dlaHIC!CI'," ~Iw 'mid, 

;\1!itollJ;l\ i,PIII)\I(HI(I I.~ oi.'''llllllll11h, per­

u;Iv(:d a~ ,I <LJ.!.!llId (lr hD)I" "yslcnl, Alston 
~'lJd th(~ ~Ulli' Iml"' 11<1 j!;l'e,Hcr ('(H1t.:eOff'i!-

111111 ('·f ,U,l,n:'lH.!V wroll~d(Jin)!, lhall allY 
,lhl'1,"WI': 

,. I ,:IWvr-'I',~ ,II l' prcll\' Illfl('h d1<' saul(,' 

eve, ywhere." sht! ,~flld, "Then: un.; lot); ot 
11,1'(1<1 (1J1t:S ,HId ,; kw had mles eVt'ry­

wh'fr," 
(:harlc-:s Plattr-mier, dlld' Ilisnphnnry 

('oilll('11 IiII' LI,,,, l,puisialld SUll! I:nl(,~ COliI'I 

;lIId 1Ilt:/llbcl of thc I ,(I1JI.~"'ln;1 /\!lOrllCV 

! )'~i.'lpIiHaI'V HI);rrd, i'i!id ! '''I!I,-iana :,iV('I'" 

,ll!:tS <11)1)11/ ,'\,0110 Ulfilpll:ltllt, ,\~aj1l!jf alt.tl1'­

n<.:\'~ P"l V',;\I' 

"VVr, tt: I uti i), ilbnlll ,t\'t'r<l~(\" Ill' ,~md, 

"Thai r!llllljl('I"lelld,~ tit hr .thrllll til< '~H!lt' 

iOI s!lnlhl'-~li.'.(:d Illri"dll'rllllJ:i ,I'TO";', IJI!:' 

\111111:<1 "1<11('"" 

AI;''III ',fiOO ('lllJlpLo,,'" M'I' <ll!ll"~! 
'Illlll('lil:.llt'iv ~(rccl!(;d 001, ,I~ 1II1Yllltlld"d, 

'1'11\' dt~("p!imll \' hoard ,\('I,wdh, IT\vt;slJ­

F!."Il:,~ '2,01)/) CP!llplrlllll'i P':1 1""al hIlt. Ie'VI< 
("Tllpi;!irll<; lIlak<: II I" ('OIH'I, 

"'IN,,' tt:lld i.n ,H;ttmll" t:lld lip w!th 150 
t" ,'HID 1)\t'r;/pl'IOIiS r;t~('~ of .ltlOl'ncy 

W('I)II).!,d!llllg P':',f ycar," JlbU~I!\lI;I' "illd, 
MOIl.' Jlh~'l1 t"(lil Hl't, 1\j;"'HI ~ilId. ,HrOT­

IWY 1N1()Il~dlml)!; IS a r:'~lllt or Hc,,:,lll!;l:IIc(' 

Of 'P:llol'<UJcc: dum IAnlll'ltllIlilkv(>I<~nn:. 
"Th<: IUK)!:!:S! pH:n' ,,/, ,I(h!l('t' I (';,n glV!;' 

In ldlllw ,1(111)'1)1:'\',,, I.~ tI> l'I:ad ,HI' I 'H~(Oll.l(, 
('ompldeiv 1~lIlJliar wittl till' sWle\ I'rll~~H 

(II prilll:,ssl<l1lal IOrHirld, Vlle'lIl' had I\I.:W 

1)IW~ ,W oj'Mal('h ... I'i1lls ymll:," ;\J.~tmllml{l 

,,1t"~ actuallv pretty CIl\haH;,'S!i11l~ Itow 
lIla!'!y ,lttll1'ncys havell' t n~l.ld them," 

An mdinv; to Alston, the ('hief ("')111-

1>141.1111, !'(:~ardi!l); elltics VIolation;; is Q Illil­
til c: ('II' ttttorneys ro I't'.tlll'/i phonc callH or 

update clients on the ~latl1l' (If tbeir (;as~,s. 
"Again, Ihere are rule" "bom this," silt' 

Ilaid, 
A CIlII\IlHHl complaill!' <tlllOOg; perl\'lI'lal 

i.!jury claimants if) ,~e!Jl<~lllent dishll1se­
menl:s art' too low, 

"Sorl\t:times they're riv;hl," Al s to11 Stud, 
!\cc'lrdill)!, to t\Isto ll, pcr;.;onal il!lUI'Y 

ilt1l1rtleys l('I'\(1 en I'~('civ': Ill!' H\ost COlll­

plailils li)llow,:d hy dO!llt,,,ti<.: lawyt~r," ilnd 
~malllil'lII!; or ;;oln /lr<tdiIHII\ers. 

Alstnl1 handles dIC,~I· ('{)l)JPIO" (,Onl­

,~Iall'll.~ 011 a n::e;lIlar basis, bu! ;;h~ said IfH­
tlIerly I,Iniqw· ,~itWllI(J1I~ <lrc hel:(I!I)ln~ 
l\)Ol'l' ('011)111011. 

"I've l1<1d " few ll.lwyc'l'S .. vbo Imve t:~lIcd 
III(' :'Hld 5,\ld they'vt: t:UIJH: !O r<~aliJ\e I.bat. 
du:u' law pa!'tller i,~ ,I(ldil,'ted to cI'ad, 
i'Ol::JlHe-," o;he said, '<, Il(lVe to tell these 
.lllnrncys thal ... tltl:}' \UlVC ;1 dut), III turn 

thdr pal'tncrs to tUt:lI them ill to the 
appropriille y.;wups." 

Alston .~ald the state's Lawyer 
ASSistant'/;'! Pro~ri.!m usually worb ha;iu­
ill·haud with tht! Attorney Disciplinary 
Bmmi in such eases. Alston said statistics 
sh()w attorney;; are twice as li.kely to 1)!1Ve 

SIJhtll.wcc and aknll()1 alms!! jssue~ tharl 

[iIe gem!ntl (111"11<.:. 
''It. i,~ U ufllqm: chullcll!1.c. Bill. il's 

extremely ~rctti~'ing L<) Iwlp S/lllH"OIiC whn 
bC<:i1 rht~ir 1it:1lI1111,'i and decides to dHmp.;e 
their lilt,." Alston ('(aid. "TIH~rt: i:; (\ lot <If 
SUHCI'Hl,1I.. ill the pr':l<.:ricc .. nrlw, It's tI high­
~lres;; .l0h <\tid" "'olmrmnty mall,l!;I'J,:d pro .. 
1(::;:,1"'0. iI's !lot a!lll\OlleV and !)OWl'!' by <I 
il?llP, ~hj\I."· 

Attorney [IiZClbeth Alston started her MlIndeyilie law firm to defend other attorneys and judges accllsed 
of wrol1gdoing, 


