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MANDEVILLE ATTORNEY Ehzabeth
Alston bl by law prscoee around
debending other avarnevs and podges
agatust el s Complnmis

T love what Fdo) Alston sand, *1 cone
sider 100 povalege o be ahle to serve v
nerrs,”

Alston win grew sy me Beaamont,
Jonvas reccived e andergradiare degeer
aned L ddegred iom the Tmversay o
Fosars andd Phneerssts o0 Texas Sehnol of
apx, respechuely

Lefore praduating, she was ofloncd o
wh m New fadeans with MeGlinehey
Stallesd 110 m 1HR0

I b produer hatality defense werk
ctilingbuy Staflord, Alston diseors
woage 24,

teve

cred Ber gender and vonth
Jiewas e of the votgest attarneys

woith the Hon were obatacles she would

Dt £y ovcreonme

=hworked on ey owe car b Uivonghy
colleas,” Aston said explatinmg that some
of B carlinst coses involved defense work
frn msapr automohile mavntacturing conm-
pames, “hn o wavg that kind of saved me.
Uhiee S was able o acumily show evervane
that 1 knew a fitde bit abeut antomobiles.
T was acq ('[m,ﬁrl.“

tn 1084, Alston went to work tor New
Loban &  Carnahan
wheve <he specialized v msurance
defense. To 1988, ust a year alter becom-

Orfeansbased

iy, o partner, she sirack ont on her own,

“Uwas a littde burned out and a litde
disenchanted.” she explaimed. “1 was just
ready for a chunge”

"hat change tame m 1988 when the
Lomisisna Suprevie Court appoinied
Alston 1o the Lowmana Stte Bar
Agsacraton’s Uammatiee on Professiongl
Rasponsibility, which mvestigated and
prosconted atlorney wrongdmg

“At thut tane Fwis 300and the youngest
she wand.
“Phe pestion wad at uncappensated or

member oy the Lcormntiey

provhone posttion,”

Avcarding to Alston, the seare’s Bar
antion hax not had investigative
authority  over attorney  wrongdoing
since 1990, when the state Supreme

A\!\'ﬂf

Court formed the Louistana Attorney
Diseiplinavy Roard, Alston hecame vice
chairwoman ol that board during ity first
year and became the fust fovale chair
person.

Alston said the beard also lobbied the
state Sapreme Court for rule changes
dealing with permanent disbarnnent.

“Oue position was that people are enti-
ded 1o a seeomd ehanee of they ean show
cehbibitation of characer? she said,

Althonghy Lotnsiana s commeonty per-
ceived as a “gond o hov™ system, Alston
sard the state has na grester concentra-
non of aunemey wrongdoiag than any
sther slate

swvers e pretty maeh the same

LAW FIRMS

e attorney makes career of defend:

everywhere” she smd. “There are lots of
good omes and o lew bad ones every-
where”

Charles Plattamier, ebiel diseplimary
council for the Lowisiana Supreme Gourt
and member of the Lowsmna Anarney
Phsciplinary Beoard | saied Doursisna aver-
ages abnnt 3,000 complanits against attor-
NCYS Pt vear

“Weae really abou average he sand.
“Phat anmber tends to ho ahont the wne
for syoubar-«ized prsdunons across e
Phnted States ™

Abom 1,000 complanis are almaost
somnediately sereencd vor as innded.,
The diseplinary board actmliy invest-
gates 2,00 complamts par year but few
{ nrlxpl‘dil‘ll*& ‘nak(i 1 e ot

“Wetend o actuallv end up with 250
to 300 mentorteus cases ol attarpey
weongdomg per year” Platsimier sard,

Mere nhen than net, Alston sand, arror-
ney wiongdomg 1 a result of neghigence
o gnorance than willinl malevolence.

“The dngpest pneee of advies Fean give
1oy deHoas adorneys s (o reacd anid hecoe
completely Famlir with the staie’s yoles
ol prolessional conducs, Welve had naw
nnesas of Marceh ol this vear” Alson said
Ik actually pretty embavrassimg how
many attarneys haven't read them™

According o Alston, the el com-

plamt regarding ediics volations is a fail-

uie {or attorneys to returs phone calls or
update chients on the status of their cases.

“Again, there are rules about this,” she
said,

A common Ct)\'npiaint amoag pcrsnnal
tjury claimants iy settleinent dishurse-
ments are tho low,

“Sometimes they’re right.” Alston sar.

Agenrding to Alston, personal injury
attorneys werdd o receve the most com-
plaints followed hy domestic lawyers and
small firmis ar solo praciivoners.

Alston handles these common com-
plamis ona regnlar basis, bat she sard for-
merly unigue gituations are becoming
HIOTe {Cammon,

“Pve lad a few Jawyers who have called
mie and said they’ve come to realize that
therr law pariner is oddicted w0 erack
cocame,” she said. “1 have to tell these
attorneys that ... they have a duty o turn
their partniers o tum them in to the
appropriate groups.”

Alston  sard  the state’s  lawyer
Assistance Program usually works hand-
in-hand wath the Adorney Disciplinary
Board in such cases. Alston satd statistics
show attorneys are wice as likely o bave
substance and aleohnl abuse issues than
the general public.

s w umque challenge. But ics
extremely gratifying to help someone whn
faces rheir demons ard decides 1o change
their fife.” Alston said. “There is a lot of
suffermy i the pracrice of Taw. 1£°s a high-
suress job aned & commonly maligned pro-
fesaton, 105 not all monev and power by a

long shot "

Attorney Elizabeth Als:nﬁ sia;ted her Mandevilie aw firm to defend other attorneys and judges accused
of wrongdoing.




